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Task to be sent to all candidates
Very often when you are observing children at work in a primary classroom you notice that some children seem to be making good progress, whilst others are doing less well.  There are many issues that could cause such differences and part of being an effective teacher is developing a knowledge and understanding of such issues.  As part of your interview with us, we would like you to take part in a group discussion about a series of such issues, to help us gauge how much you have learned from your experiences in school.  Please prepare yourself for this, as outlined below.

Think back to a recent visit to a primary school and a lesson you have either observed or taken part in.  

· Can you identify what the teacher wanted the children to learn?  

· Did all the children learn at the same rate?  

· What were the factors that either helped individuals to learn (or prevented them from learning effectively)?  

You may wish to focus on:

· The choices made by the teacher

· The interaction between the child and a learning resource

· The dynamics in the group of children  

· Any other issues you feel are pertinent.

As part of the group discussion, we would like you to spend a maximum of two minutes giving a brief description of the lesson and an identification of the factors you think affected the learning. 

Other candidates will do the same, and you will then be expected to discuss your experience and the experiences of others, with the help of a member of staff from one of our partnership schools.

